Mayor’s Monthly Message
Mayor Elsie Thurman - February 2025




I have several important community updates to report, including seasonal oak tree restrictions, legislative initiatives, ongoing construction projects, and water management.

Beginning February 1, The City will implement its annual Oak Tree Trimming Moratorium, which extends until July 1.  This crucial measure aims to prevent the spread of Oak Wild during peak beetle activity months.  Residents are advised to avoid cutting oak trees during this period and to promptly seal any accidental wounds to branches. 

The city council and staff conducted a six-hour workshop in January to establish goals for the upcoming year.  I will be meeting with key community stakeholders, including POA presidents, builders, ETJ owners, realtors, and local pastors.  These meetings serve as vital forums for gathering community feedback and sharing updates specific to these groups.

On the legislative front, the 89th legislature commenced on January 14, with bill introductions and hearings continuing through mid-March.  The City has established a “Speak Up” database to engage residents in legislative advocacy.  Interested citizens can join by emailing speakup@horseshoe-bay-tx.gov with ‘Speak Up” in the subject line.  The goal of this initiative is to amplify local voices alongside professional lobbying groups. As bills work their way through the legislative process, we will alert you to the ones that would positively or negatively impact our community and ask you to follow a very simple link to voice your position with our legislators.  I will be collaborating with neighboring cities to strengthen grassroots participation.

As you drive along 2147, I know you have seen the work going on behind the black plastic fencing, and that view is about to change drastically.   Construction progress continues on schedule for the new City Center, with steel framework installation beginning soon.  The project, along with the expansion of the West Fire Station, is expected to be completed by the end of 2025.  Both developments represent significant investments in community infrastructure and have been years in the planning.

Water conservation remains a pressing concern for the community.  The LCRA has announced plans to implement initial water restrictions in March.  We will keep you posted, but I expect (and hope) the first announcement will be two-day-a-week watering.  There is, of course, the possibility of more stringent restrictions during summer months.  David Milligan, previously known for his residential water conservation work, has been promoted to Building Official, and a new conservation specialist has been hired.  His name is Derek Warren, and he can be contacted at (830) 598-9973 to provide free irrigation system inspections and recommendations for maintaining healthy landscaping while conserving water.







The City has completed its annual State of the City Report which provides detailed departmental updates and statistics from the previous year.  Residents are encouraged to review this comprehensive document on the City’s website at https://www.horseshoe-bay-tx.gov/896/State-of-the-City-Annual-Report.  My sincere thanks to the department heads for their hard work in developing this information for all of us.

February can be cold in Horseshoe Bay, but spring is around the corner, and we will all be skipping through the bluebonnets before you know it.  Stay warm and be safe.


Elsie Thurman, Mayor
City Website - www.horseshoe-bay-tx.gov 
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